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NEW PS-DBM HEAD
ATTY. DENNIS S. SANTIAGO

VOWS TO INSTITUTE PROCUREMENT
REFORMS AND TRANSFORMATION

The change of administration following the May 2022 national
elections heralded winds of change across all government
agencies, including the Procurement Service of the Department of
Budget and Management (PS-DBM).

Not long after she assumed office, new Budget Secretary
Amenah F. Pangandaman named Atty. Dennis S. Santiago as the
new Executive Director (ED) to head the PS-DBM — one who
carries a noble reputation and is seen as a harbinger of reform and
transformation.

For the agency’s long-time employees, ED Santiago’s name rings a
bell. After all, he is no longer a stranger in the field after having been
previously considered for the position twice.

“Before the time Director [Estanislao C.] Granados was to retire,
| was asked to do a sort of concurrent function as the head of
GPPB-TSO and of PS-DBM. But operationally, that would be very
difficult... so | declined,” he says.

In 2018, when then Executive Director Bingle B. Gutierrez
considered retirement, ED Santiago was again tapped to take over.

It was in the same year, however, that he decided to conclude his
career as an accomplished public servant. Consequently, his stint
as head of the Government Procurement Policy Board-Technical
Support Office (GPPB-TSO), which he held since 2011,
likewise ended.

“| declined because paalis na ako ng government. | had to attend to
my family,” he adds.

The rest, as they say, is history. Today, despite initial reservations,
the task that he seemed to elude for years finally found its way to
him as ED Santiago is now at the helm of PS-DBM.

“When the position was offered to me [again], there was hesitation
kasi alam ko it would be a gargantuan task... But our principals
were saying, ‘Give it a try,” and let's see how we move forward and
institute the necessary changes — perhaps, irreversible changes —
along the way,” he says.

It did not take long before these changes started manifesting.
But he has only just begun.
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